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As the nights close in and Christmas
and the New Year is getting nearer,
we are all starting to think about
the future.

Prestigious Jersey
development continues
with completion of IFC5
Image Courtesy of Peter Landers

2019 is shaping up to be an interesting year, not only
for the “B” action but also because the next rugby
World Cup is being played in Japan. You may be
aware that Waterman Group was acquired eighteen
months ago by the Japanese company, CTI, who
are one of the top three engineering consultants
in their country. Waterman and my colleagues,
which hopefully many of you know, have remained
unchanged, except that we have all become experts
in the different types of Sake. This journey has been
a thoroughly enjoyable experience and I would
recommend it to any of our readers.
I hope that you will find this edition of the
Waterman Times an enlightening read. You will
note the diversity of our work and our involvement
in the buildings of the future. We are helping to
unlock planning on many difficult sites through
our innovative approach to engineering and
environmental solutions.
We are all proud of the awards our projects
win throughout a range of markets, regions and
professional discipline. Clearly, it is not only about
great design but also about the success of the people
on a project working together to generate and
develop the optimum solutions.
I sign off to 2018 thanking all our clients, fellow
consultants and in particular our people for their
support over many years and decades. All of us at
Waterman look forward to continuing with these
relationships but also forging new ones in the
years ahead.
Best wishes for the New Year.
Nick Taylor
Chief Executive

The latest addition to Jersey’s world class business hub –
the International Finance Centre (IFC) - is now complete.
The new IFC5 building adds 6,400 m² of Grade A office space
over six storeys, with major tenants, SANNE, now in place on
three of these.
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Our Infrastructure and Environment (IE) business has
been busy winning public sector-funded major projects
and frameworks right across the UK. We speak to IE Chief
Operating Officer, Neil Humphrey, to get his insight into
what is driving this growth.

Wickside
Canal-side Project
A major regeneration project on the edge of London’s
Olympic Park will see a 63,000 m² mixed-used
development transform a former waste transfer and dye
works site. The £140 m scheme will bring 500 new homes
and restore several commercial, retail and industrial units.
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Making a difference
Our charity and community initiatives in this edition;
Charlie Bowles promotes alternative building methods
in Malawi, we take part in Macmillan’s Biggest Coffee
Morning, Kieran O’Neill wins two Fingal Mayor’s
Community Volunteer Awards and Milly Bowen tells us
how she is reducing food waste with OLIO.
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Keep up to date with
Waterman by following our
social media channels:

How co-working and SMART technology
has changed the office.
With relentless demand for tech-enabled,
flexible commercial space sweeping across
London, landlords and developers are struggling
to keep pace. Our panel of experts give their
insight into the current market and offer
their predictions for the future of offices in
the Capital.

Regenerating Liverpool’s
Historic Waterfront
The historic Liverpool Waterfront is undergoing extensive
regeneration. Centred around two new ferry terminal
developments this will transform the city’s northern docks
by overhauling 60 hectares of the waterfront quarter in
central Liverpool.
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Unlocking the UK’s
Regional Development
Potential

Setting a benchmark
for Sustainability
Nottingham Trent University (NTU) recently welcomed
students to their new Confetti Institute of Creative
Technologies’ Digital Media Hub, an innovative sevenstorey building setting the benchmark for sustainable
creative social spaces within the education sector.
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Construction is now underway on the Hampton by Hilton
hotel development transforming the site of Dublin’s River
House office block. The striking new hotel will replace the
long-derelict building, reviving an important city centre plot.

Thank you to staff and clients who contributed to this
edition. If you have any queries, please contact our
editorial team: communications@watermangroup.com
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Brief News
Major regeneration brings over
a thousand new homes
Proposals for the comprehensive regeneration of the Ruby Triangle site adjacent to Old Kent Road, London have
been approved. The existing site, a mixture of industrial and commercial buildings, will be transformed to offer a
residential-led mixed-use scheme.
The project, designed by Farrells, will replace the existing buildings, bringing 1,152 new residential units to an
area in great need of additional homes. Over 40% of the units will be affordable, spread across 5 new buildings of
between 8 and 48-storeys in height.
With the towers positioned around a central parkland featuring open grassland and semi-mature trees, the
development will provide valuable green space in this central location. Each residential building is set atop a twostorey podium, home to retail and commercial units, a community sports hall and residential private amenity.

David Knight joins
Bristol team

Sustainability sits at the forefront of the design principles, with the provision of a cycle hub, zero car parking onsite and a ‘healthy streets’ approach to improve the local environment. To minimise the completed development’s
impact, water attenuation and natural soak-away will be provided by the new park, and rainwater harvesting will
be incorporated throughout. Ecological impact has also been considered carefully, with additions such as falcon
nesting and an increase in flora.

We are delighted to welcome David Knight as Regional
Director of Structures in Bristol.

Supporting the developer, Avanton, through the planning process, Waterman provided structural engineering
design expertise for the scheme.
Andrew Sherlock, Regional Director, said: “It is exciting to see the scheme progress from the planning stage and
we are looking forward to continuing our involvement in the development of this exciting new area in London.”

David joins us from CAPITA, where he led the
structures team in Redditch and was responsible for
business development and key client relations across
the Midlands region.

Amrit Ghose joins ICE
editorial panel

With a degree in Civil Engineering and over 20 years’
experience in building design, David’s key expertise
includes new build design, building refurbishment
and adaptation. He has gained extensive experience
of education funding and securing grants for building
projects.

Regional Director, Amrit Ghose, has joined the editorial panel
for Civil Engineering Journal, published by Institution of
Civil Engineering.
ICE publishes many important documents each year, from
white papers and new engineering standards, to case studies
on new techniques or legislation. The panel, consisting of
leading consultants, contractors and academics from the UK
and overseas, will oversee the content and delivery of each
document, directly influencing their members and the
wider industry.
Amrit is contributing to industry initiatives through his
involvement in ICE Kent & Sussex Committee and as the
Co-chair of ICE London & SE Diversity Task Force.

SELECTION OF NEW
COMMISSIONS
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COMMERCIAL: 4 Cannon Street, London | 125 London Wall, London | 180 The Strand, London | Christopher Addison
House, London | Telstra (various), Sydney | The Fulham Centre, London | COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY: NWO7,
MIRA, Nuneaton | EDUCATION: Dixons Academy, Bradford | Hallfield School, London | Newham School, Carlisle
| HOTELS: Little Britain Street, Dublin | River House, Dublin | MARINE: Dun Laoghaire Harbour, Dun Laoghaire |

Dublin's Harcourt Terrace
National School gets the
go-ahead
Harcourt Terrace National School in central Dublin has secured planning
permission from An Bord Pleanala, the Irish Planning Appeals Board, and is set
to proceed towards construction in 2019.
The innovative new-generation development will provide much needed
education facilities for 700 pupils in the city centre and will be administered by
Educate Together. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac in the heart of Dublin’s historic
Victorian Quarter, the main planning concerns have centred on the increased
traffic generated in the early morning and mid-afternoon by the student body
attending the school.
With ambitious sustainable travel targets in mind, our team’s strategy addressed
the traffic concerns by presenting innovative ways of accessing the school. In
place of car-parking facilities for staff or parents with designated set-down zones,
the scheme will utilise park & stride systems along with on-site bike and scooter
parking, all controlled by a Mobility Manager. This approach won the day, with
the Board approving the application with no further conditions.

David has worked on numerous industry leading
projects including DNRC, Milton Keynes Hospital –
Cancer Therapy Centre, numerous schools and colleges
in Gloucestershire, West Midlands and Somerset,
Hotel and Restaurant’s at 56 Redchurch Street,
Shoreditch; Soho Farmhouse in Oxfordshire and
Buckland near Didcot.
Joe Smith, Regional Director of Structures in
Birmingham, commented: “We are very excited about
David joining Waterman to lead the Bristol Structures
team. I have had the pleasure of working with David
in the past and he is a highly regarded Structural
Engineer with a focus on client satisfaction and
technical excellence.”

RESIDENTIAL: 228 King St, Sydney | Airlie Stud, Adamstown | Beechpark, Cabinteely, Dublin | Brewery Road Apartments, Dublin | Broomfield LAP
Lands Planning, Dublin | Bryanstown, Dublin | Clongriffin Planning, Dublin | Craddockstown, Co Kildare, Dublin | Granville Hall, Dublin | Merrion
Way, Leeds | Newcastle, Dublin | Porterstown, Dublin | St Helens, Adamstown | Tobermaclugg, Dublin | Viewmount, Co Wicklow, Dublin |
Waterville Terrace, Dublin | SPORTS & LEISURE: Global Grooves, Manchester | Odeon Marble Arch, London |
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Brief News
New Environmental
Apprenticeship Scheme
out for consultation
Following a long period of development by the Trailblazer committee,
co-chaired by Waterman’s Anna Bacon, the draft Level 6 (degree)
Apprenticeship Standard for Environmental Practitioners is out for public
consultation, with anticipated release in 2019.
The apprenticeship scheme will be a vital tool to help employers in
the environmental sector access and employ apprentices, using their
Apprenticeship Levy funds where applicable.
The Standard has been developed through several committee meetings,
wider Trailblazer group workshops and liaison with the Institute for
Apprenticeships and is now undergoing public consultation. This provides
a valuable opportunity for others within the Environment sector to
provide their input on the proposals, with the aim of benefiting both
apprentices and employers in the future.

Earlsfort Terrace
Redevelopment adds
Grade A office space
to Central Dublin
Our Dublin team have been appointed for the
redevelopment of Davitt House and Seagrave House on
a prominent site at the corner of Earlsfort Terrace and
Adelaide Road in central Dublin. These two 1970’s office
buildings are to be demolished, making way for a new
eight-storey building, providing 13,000 m² of Grade A
office space.
The scheme, designed by HJ Lyons Architects, includes
external courtyards at ground and lower ground floor levels,
with outdoor terraces at the sixth and seventh floors.
Appointed by Irish Life, Waterman will provide civil
and structural engineering consultancy services for
the development, and the team is already hard at
work preparing detailed tender documentation for the
building structure. Particular emphasis is being placed on
constructability, as the development envelopes an existing
apartment complex on its Adelaide Road frontage and
adjoins listed buildings on its Earlsfort Terrace side.
Richard Osborne, Director, commented: “We are very
excited to be working with such a strong team on this
fantastic looking building, which will be one of the most
sustainable office buildings in the city when complete.”
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Image courtesy of HJ Lyons Architects

Anna Bacon, Director, said: “We are proud to be supporting the
development of this apprenticeship standard, which we see as an important
step in making entry into the environment sector more accessible, giving
all employers links to a much-needed wider resource pool.”

Bristol strengthens
Historic
Environment team
Our Historic Environment team in Bristol are pleased
to welcome Andrew Holmes as Associate Director.
Andrew joins us from Atkins and has over 20 years’
experience in delivering archaeology and built
heritage consultancy to the public and private sectors.
Prior to this, he was a Senior Project Manager and
department head at Oxford Archaeology, where he
held several high-profile term contracts including
the Royal Household and the Historic Royal
Palaces Agency.

Planning permission
for Linkwood
Primary School

Andrew has performed both client and contractor
representative roles on major infrastructure schemes
as lead archaeologist and design consultant. He has
also been technical lead for multiple frameworks and
infrastructure alliances, including Network Rail,
MoD, Thames Water, Environment Agency and the
Staffordshire Alliance.

Moray Council have approved the proposals for a new 3,780 m modern
education facility to replace the existing temporary Linkwood School
in Elgin.
2

The project forms part of Springfield Properties’ masterplan expansion
for the South of Elgin, currently one of the largest residential
developments in Moray, and will provide employment for 53 staff
between the school and nursery.

Richard Stockwell, Regional Director for
Infrastructure & Environment in the South West
commented; “I’m delighted to welcome Andrew
aboard. His appointment provides the ideal
springboard for our Historic Environment service
offering as we aim to grow our public-sector business
in the South West.”

With accommodation for up to 528 pupils, including 12 Additional
Support Needs and 40 nursery students, the school’s design focused on
maximising outdoor learning potential. This was achieved through the
inclusion of an external roof terrace and outdoor classroom, allotment
and wetland area featuring aquatic and wetland meadow planting in
addition to new outdoor and multi-use games area.
To encourage active travel to school, key project features included
parking for 40 cars, together with 33 cycle spaces and 10 scooter stands.
Our Transport, Structures, Environmental and Civil teams in Glasgow,
were appointed to provide consultancy services in support of the
planning application. Ensuring efficient solutions were developed for
the school site and building form, we provided strategic support services
prior to the NPR approval.

Image courtesy of JM Architects

		

05

Brief News
Emergency Repairs at
Dublin’s Dun Laoghaire
Harbour

Green light for major
residential scheme in
Sandyford, Dublin

Fuelled by the heavy snowstorms and continued severe weather of the
first half of 2018, elevated sea levels resulted in flooding and damage
to coastal structures and harbours along the east coast of Ireland
in March.

An Bord Pleanala has granted planning permission for what is set
to become one of the highest density residential developments
in Ireland.

Dun Laoghaire Harbour, in Dublin bay, is protected by two 1.5km
long piers that envelope the harbour. Built in the mid-19th century,
these two granite structures have stood the test of time thanks to
constant repair and upkeep.
Our Dublin team were appointed by the Harbour Company to
survey the damage in the immediate aftermath of the storm which
overtopped the exposed east pier, damaging the high-quality concrete
and granite pavement as well as the foundations of the Victorian
sun-shelter. The appointment follows on from almost twenty years of
engineering services at Dun Laoghaire Harbour.
Paul O’Connell, Managing Director of Waterman Ireland said:
“We are pleased to assist the Harbour Company in preserving the
wealth of historic marine infrastructure and buildings in their estate,
contributing to continuous improvement to the public realm within
the harbour.”

Geo-Environmental
Associate Director joins
Birmingham
We are pleased to welcome Phil Edge as Associate Director to our
Contaminated Land and Geotechnical team in Birmingham.
A Chartered Geologist, Phil joins us from Johnson Poole and Bloomer
where he was responsible for their geotechnical, environmental and
mining engineering services. Throughout his career he has delivered
expert consultancy services for a variety of clients including
developers in the residential, retail and commercial fields.
With a wealth of experience in delivering land contamination
assessments and remediation projects, Phil has managed several
projects under the Environment Agency’s National Site Investigation
Framework. He has also worked on several major highway schemes,
including the junction improvements at Junction 12 of the M40.
Ruth Jeffs, Regional Director for Infrastructure & Environment,
commented; “We are delighted to welcome Phil to the team in
Birmingham. He joins at an exciting time and will help us deliver our
expanding workload in the Midlands, working with clients to unlock
challenging brownfield sites for sustainable development.”
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The 460-unit apartment scheme in south Dublin’s rapidly growing
Sandyford will involve six new blocks ranging in height from 5 to
14-storeys. Sitting on a two-level basement which will accommodate car
and cycle parking spaces for residents, the project will also comprise a
crèche, gym and café as well as management and community facilities.
The 1, 2 and 3-bedroom apartments will benefit from floor to ceiling
windows to provide a bright, naturally lit living accommodation while
carefully integrated open spaces within the development create a sense
of community.
Our team in Dublin were delighted to have provided all civil infrastructure,
traffic and structural engineering services as part of the HJ Lyons led
design team.
The development is one of the first large-scale residential projects to obtain
planning approval under the Strategic Housing Development planning
initiative. The team worked closely with Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County
Council to develop and detail a quality project in advance of submitting
the planning application to An Bord Pleanala.

Bristol appoints new
Technical Director
Our expanding team in Bristol are pleased to welcome Jim Burdon as
Technical Director to lead the Infrastructure team.
Joining us from Jacobs, Jim brings 20 years’ experience in delivering
environmental and infrastructure consultancy expertise throughout the
project life cycle in the land regeneration, rail, education and defence
sectors. He has previously worked for national developer Wilson Bowden
delivering commercial and residential developments.
Jim’s portfolio of projects includes managing work on the Crown
Commercial Services Framework, Allerton Bywater Millennium
Community Development, Former Wharfedale Hospital, Otley, and the
Homes & Communities Agency Framework.

Recent Awards
CIVIC Trust Awards 2019
Shortlisted – Albion Primary School, Belham Primary
School, Charles Dickens Primary School, Westgate
Oxford, Clancy Quay Phase 2, Harrogate Civic
Centre, Marlborough Primary School, UCLan Social
Spaces
Revo Gold Awards 2018
Winner – Westgate Oxford
Shortlisted –The Orchard Centre, Piccadilly Lights
Property Weeks All-Stars Awards 2018
Winner – ‘Innovator/Systems Provider’
Biodiveristy Toolkit
BCIA Awards 2018
Winner – ‘Social Infrastructure Project of the Year’
Marlborough Primary School
Winner – ‘Commercial Property Project of the Year’
Westgate Oxford
Shortlisted – ‘Commercial Property Project of the
Year’
25 Wilton Road
Shortlisted – ‘Utility Project of the Year’
Allerton Waste Recovery Park
AJ Architecture Awards 2018
Winner – ‘School Project of the Year’
Marlborough Primary School
Queen’s Award 2018
Winner – ‘Enterprise in the International Trade’
MIRA Technology Park
IHEEM Awards 2018
Shortlisted – ‘New Build Project of the Year’
South Lakes Birth Centre
Constructing Excellence South West Built
Environment Awards 2018
Highly Commended – ‘Innovation Award’
Biodiversity Toolkit
Shortlisted – ‘Health & Safety Award’
Waterman Group
Irish Construction Industry Awards 2018
Winner – ‘Commercial Project of the Year’
Block H Central Park, Dublin
RIBA National Awards 2018
Winner – Marlborough Primary School

Throughout the years, he has successfully assembled multidisciplinary
teams as a framework manager and built long-term relationships in both
the public and private sectors.

RIAI Architecture Awards 2018
Winner – ‘Housing Award’
Clancy Quay Phase 2, Dublin

Richard Stockwell, Regional Director of Infrastructure & Environment
in the South West, commented; “Jim’s appointment is a key part of our
strategic plan for growing our civil engineering and public-sector business
in the South West. His extensive skills and experience will continue to build
on our success and deliver technical excellence and outstanding customer
service to our expanding client base in the region.”

RIBA London Awards 2018
Winners – St James’ Market, Charles Dickens
School, Grange Primary School
Shortlisted – Angel Court
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Prestigious Jersey
development continues
with completion of
New business hub for the international finance industry

Images © Andy Le Gresley

We are delighted to have
completed the second building
at the IFC on time and on budget. We also welcome SANNE as our first
tenants and wish them every success, particularly as this year SANNE
celebrated a significant anniversary. The building is now 87% let with
signed Heads of Terms for a further 3%, we expect the building to be
fully let by the end of the year.

”

Lee Henry,
Managing Director of JDC
Jersey’s world class business hub, the
International Finance Centre (IFC), provides
a commercial centre of the highest quality
right at the heart of bustling St Helier. With
its second building now in operation, the
six-building scheme looks set to become the
jewel in the crown of the newly-regenerated
waterfront area.
The IFC Jersey Masterplan
Under the guidance of the current IFC Jersey
Masterplan, the scheme will add 43,665 m² of
high quality, Grade A office space. The offices
will meet the latest design and operational
efficiency standards, promising flexible,
comfortable work space. Featuring floor to
ceiling windows on all four façades, maximising
natural light and providing stunning external
views is central to the design of each building.
The Masterplan features a new public square,
520 public car parking spaces, landscaped
areas and a park, with 50% of the development
dedicated to civic space for all to enjoy. The
IFC will incorporate a range of restaurants and
cafés, becoming a popular destination for the
local community, as well as for businesses.
Wider scheme involvement
We have been heavily involved with the
IFC development since inception, with our
Structures team providing structural designs,
our Building Services team undertaking
fire strategy and MEP designs, and our
Infrastructure and Environment team carrying
out the transport planning, Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA), detailed ground
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investigation and remediation, hydrogeological
assessments and geotechnical design. The first
building delivered (IFC 1) boasted enviable
sustainability credentials, becoming the first to
achieve a BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating in Jersey.

Following the successful handover of IFC 1
in March 2017, the latest building in the
development, IFC 5, again saw the involvement
of our multidiscipline team.
IFC 5 swings into operation with major
tenant

The building was officially launched on
Wednesday 12th September, with Treasury
Minister Deputy Susie Pinel in attendance
alongside Deputy Bailiff Tim le Cocq and St
Helier’s Constable Simon Crowcroft, among
other officials and guests.
SANNE, a leading global provider of alternative asset and corporate
administrative services, have taken residence over three floors of the
building, with more tenants set to move in over the next few months.
Providing 6,400 m² of premium Grade A office
space over six storeys, the MJP Architectsdesigned building incorporates a basement
level with parking for 48 cars and 72 bicycles.
Externally, the development features a public
landscaped area, Trenton Square, named in
homage to the State Capital of New Jersey,
Trenton. This shared space provides a
communal area from which tenants and visitors
can enjoy views across St Aubin’s Bay and St
Helier Marina.

Our sustainability team provided expert advice
on the solar gain, ensuring the building had
the optimum level of glazing to lessen solar
gain whilst maximising natural light and
external views. For levels 1 to 4, the façade
design includes vertical opaque elements
with rebated glazed elements to provide an
appropriate mix of high performance glazing
and opaque surfaces. The fifth level features a
deep overhang to increase the external shading,
again reducing solar load and overheating. In
addition to this, the team incorporated low
and zero carbon technologies to improve the
building’s energy performance by 15% above
the minimum standards.
Richard Whitehead, Structures Director,
commented; “We are very excited to have
reached this milestone. IFC 5 will provide
exceptional Grade A office accommodation. We
are proud to be working with MJP Architects
to design an exemplary building with our
multidiscipline teams.”
Reza Schuster, Director of MJP Architects,
said; “MJP are proud to be part of the team
delivering a world-class new financial district
for Jersey’s premier industry. The successful
completion of IFC 5 builds on the gold standard
set by IFC 1, and the latest International
Finance Centre development forges an
important second link in the chain which
connects the Waterfront to the historic town.”
Richard Whitehead, Director, Structures
richard.whitehead@watermangroup.com
Mark Terndrup, Director, Building Services
mark.terndrup@watermangroup.com
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Unlocking the UK’s
Regional Development Potential
Our Infrastructure and Environment (IE) business has been busy
winning public sector-funded major projects and frameworks right
across the UK, as part of our ongoing diversification initiative.

Unlocking land is crucial to meet the
government’s ambitious housing targets,
with 1 million new homes required by 2020.
Neil Humphrey, Chief Operating Officer of IE

“

“

“Further success has come through the Merseytravel
Framework, where the team have been appointed by
Knowsley Council on the Halsneed Garden Village near
Whiston in Knowsley. This former colliery site is the
largest combined housing and commercial development
in the City of Liverpool region, extending to over 100
ha. This project, together with the Graven Hill village
scheme (situated south of Bicester, Oxfordshire and
includes the delivery of the UK’s largest self-build
housing scheme with circa 2000 new self-build homes),
are great examples of the team’s activity in this sector.”

At a regional government level and across wider
local authority networks, the IE team has put these
relationships to good use, working alongside AECOM
on the Midlands Highways Authority (MHA)
framework, and collaborating with Atkins to deliver
the West Midlands Highways Authority (WMHA)
and Hampshire County Council frameworks. Through
these frameworks, Waterman’s engineers are seconded
to local authority offices to support development and
improvement in the local authority transportation
infrastructure.

The IE team has also steadily expanded their range
of services across the public sector, targeting local
authority and national frameworks in addition to
wider collaborative opportunities. Neil explains; “We
have invested in developing our public sector offering,
embracing the opportunity to collaborate with fellow
consultants to deliver these opportunities. For example,
we are working on national strategic infrastructure
projects such as HS2 in collaboration with ERM/
ARUP and WSP.”

In Merseyside the IE team have been working with
Merseytravel for the last four years, providing
engineering and technical services for transport and
infrastructure projects across the areas public transport
network, including City of Liverpool, the Wirral,
Sefton and Knowsley boroughs. In Greater Manchester,
the IE Team are appointed by MetroLink to undertake
asset management services across the regions extensive
tram network, including the Manchester Tram project.
Neil says; “We’re excited to be involved in transport
infrastructure projects in the north
west and north east. Merseytravel, and
upcoming investment projects such as
the Trans-Pennine route upgrade, which
will be delivered in partnership with
Atkins, enable our local teams to be
actively involved in regionally-important
strategic projects.”

With our regional offices playing a vital role in
securing and delivering the work locally, there have
been nationwide successes from Bexley to Cheshire
and from Scotland to the Midlands.
Benefitting from its size, the team is able to be dynamic
by working in collaboration with other consultants
on some schemes, whilst being adequately established
to resource large projects independently, due to the
breadth of services offered. Strong collaborative
relationships have been established with many other
large engineering consultants, seeing successful
delivery of schemes across the UK.

Graven Hill, Bicester

We spoke to Neil Humphrey (Chief Operating Officer
of Waterman IE) to get his insight into what is driving
the growth in the IE team. Neil says; “Unlocking
land is crucial to meet the government’s ambitious
housing targets, with 1 million new homes required
by 2020. Local authorities and other public bodies
are increasingly partnering with developers to takeforward these schemes, enabling both to share in the
long-term benefit of regeneration. Often land needs
to be de-risked, or access improved through linear
infrastructure investment to unlock these sites. Our
expertise lies in working at an early stage to provide
engineering-led solutions, allowing sites to be presented
with minimal risk for onward development. Our
engineers are often local to the region in question, so
we have a real understanding of the needs of the
local community.”
Neil continues, citing the team’s recent appointment
for the Environmental and Engineering services for
the Cheshire East Framework; “The framework is
vital for the continued development of the county
since it will provide direct access to the Council’s core
land assets together with the opportunity to work
directly with the council-owned ‘Engine of the North’,
10

He continues; “Our success in this
sector can been seen across our offices.
In London and the South East, we have
been involved with local government
infrastructure schemes for some time.
Supporting Bexley Council for over 20
years, we provide a range of civil, traffic
and transportation engineering services to enable
the sustainable, long-term economic, environmental
and social regeneration of the borough. Recently, we
embarked on a new framework with Lewisham Council,
also accessible to all London Boroughs. Elsewhere,
in Scotland, the team have been appointed to the
‘Performance Audit Group’ working alongside T&T
and PwC.”

We have invested in developing our public sector offering,
embracing the opportunity to collaborate with fellow
consultants to deliver these opportunities.

a strategic property development company, who are
currently focussing on over 100 hectares of commercial
land and a 100-hectare Garden Village following the
development of the Congleton Bypass. The framework
will also be utilised by the Tatton Estate as they
commence their strategic plans to develop parts of their
land holding following the completion of the bypass.”

With collaboration and innovation across the sector
fundamental to the successful delivery of infrastructure
projects at a regional and national level, Neil says;
“The level of investment scheduled by the Government
in the short to medium term means consultants must
collaborate. With each playing to their strengths,
together we can drive efficiency and value in the
delivery of infrastructure projects as we work to unlock
the UK’s regional development potential.”
Neil Humphrey, Chief Operating Officer of IE
neil.humphrey@watermangroup.com
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The challenge facing designers, as we move into the modern age
of the office, is two-fold as they must provide the diverse facilities
demanded to improve staff well-being and aid retention, whilst also
future-proofing buildings to make them resilient to future change.

Traditional offices
facing extinction in
co-working boom?
How co-working and SMART
technology has changed the office.
ith relentless demand for tech-enabled, flexible
commercial space sweeping across London,
landlords and developers have struggled to
keep pace. Traditional office design has long
since been left behind, and the focus now falls firmly on
delivering the kind of responsive work places needed to
suit the modern workforce.

W

Real estate investment in the UK reached £17.9 billion
for the second quarter of 2018, an increase of 15%
for the last 12 months. This has led to a flourish
of growth across the whole market, shaped by
changing demands from all business sectors.
From mature corporates to small start-ups, the
way office space is used has radically evolved.
Increasingly, tenants are demanding dynamic space let
under flexible leasing solutions, with the harnessing of
Self-Monitoring Analysis and Reporting Technology
(SMART) now crucial to the success of delivering modern
office environments. The challenge facing designers, as
we move into the new age of the office, is two-fold as
they must provide the diverse facilities demanded to
improve staff well-being and aid retention, whilst also
future-proofing buildings to make them resilient to future
change. Their designs must now provide elements of both
the modern and traditional, seamlessly integrating the two
into one supple space.
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Expert View: Co-working
and the London Office Market
Casting an eye over this challenge, as well as investigating
the current trends in London’s office spaces, was the remit
of a panel debate at Bisnow’s recent ‘London Building
for The Future’ event. We spoke to panel members Mark
Terndrup (Director of Waterman Building Services),
David Hutton (Director of CORE), Francesca Gernone
(Partner and Head of Interior Design at Fletcher Priest
Architects) and Tim Barnes (Business Development
Manager at Synapsys) on their views of the office market
and how they are responding to the requirements of the
modern office user.

Commenting on the impact co-working has had on office
sectors, David says; “The demand for this type of space
is booming. Central London saw a record 2.5million ft2
of take up by businesses representing approximately a
fifth of all commercial office leases in the capital. In the
main, these companies are taking quality building stock
at prime rents. Cushman & Wakefield’s recent report
cited that WeWork now has the largest volume of office
space commitments in London, second only to the UK
Government, giving an illustration of the volume of
demand we are seeing.”
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Our Expert Panel

David Hutton
CORE

Francesca Gernone
Fletcher Priest Architects

hilst using co-working space provides a
solution for businesses looking for flexible
premises in these uncertain economic times,
many are also finding it difficult to predict
headcount over the next three to five years. As a result,
they are looking for shorter leases on office spaces that can
be easily moulded to their exact specifications.

W

Discussing this seismic shift in tenant demands, Francesca
says; “There has been a striking diversification in a market
now catering for everyone from young start-ups taking
their first desks, right up to mature corporate businesses
looking to expand and contract in a dynamic way. I see
plenty of landlords jumping into the sector to stay relevant
and give their tenants what they want. Leasing to coworking operators has become a great benefit to landlords
who can be agile, offering both modern and traditional
leasing solutions in their facilities. It’s important to
recognise that shared-tenancy offerings come in different
shapes and sizes, but they all have a clear idea of who their
members are, what they want and what they need. They all
strive to engender a real sense of community.”
In the face of this demand, David feels a completely novel
approach to office design is required; “Some co-working
providers are taking ‘traditional’ offices and stamping
their brand over them as opposed to working with
landlords and developers to build bespoke spaces around
their needs. This means offices are in danger of being
‘fudged to fit’. The big question is - how should building
design adapt to address this?”

Mark Terndrup
Waterman Group

Others have focused on giving their offices a ‘members clubhouse’ feeling, with tenants treated like hospitality guests with
attentive concierge staff and a sophisticated fit-out. This was
something that we featured at Angel Court to great effect.
Tim Barnes
Synapsys

Francesca responds; “Increased density has become
the norm, both for desk and occupancy ratio, and there
is a need to cater for larger events or meetings. When
co-working businesses take a lease in un-modernised
buildings there is often inadequacy in the provision of
services like fire exits and stairs, WCs and mechanical
services. This can be equally true of new-build stock where
landlords have not been forward thinking and have not
catered for flexibility.”
Mark considers the building services designers role,
saying; “The demand for shorter lease terms means that
fit-out, construction and refurbishment costs need to be
reduced. As a result, designs must now be more responsive
to potential tenant turn-over. Our challenge is to
incorporate less-prescriptive, more innovative approaches
to our mechanical and electrical (M&E) design.”

Increased density has become the norm,
both for desk and occupancy ratio, and
there is a need to cater for larger events
or meetings.
“The space traditionally taken by M&E plant has now
been recognised as valuable space for amenity use, this
has required us to re-assess the way we approach design
to release this valuable space for facilities promoting
wellness and creating communal hubs within buildings.”

The demand for shorter lease terms means that fit-out,
construction and refurbishment costs need to be reduced.
As a result, designs must now be more responsive to
potential tenant turn-over.
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Tim says; “Technology is now being applied to provide a
more efficient place to work by making offices simpler to
use, allowing users to engage with their environment.
This gives operational improvement, often bringing with it
energy and carbon savings and potential improvements in
employee wellbeing. I believe SMART-tech is facilitating a
change in how buildings are designed, built, operated and
used. With the move towards a more collaborative office
environment, understanding changing building usage
patterns is influencing the operation of buildings.”
“As part of the wholesale re-imagining of how we respond
to the new demands in office usage, we can take advantage
of the fact that staff are no longer arriving en-masse at
peak times with flexible working now more commonplace,
which means the core services and systems must adapt to
suit the transient nature of the occupation of a given space.
These must adapt to become a Town-Hall meeting space in
one minute, then a break-out space the next.”
Mark continues; “We can expect to see a move towards
‘floor-by-floor’ building services design, where each
floorplate has its own core services which can be billed and
monitored independently. This would allow full flexibility
of refurbishment and fit-out and minimise disruption to
other users. This enables the development to be more agile
and readily-adjustable to attract large businesses as well
as start-ups looking to grow. One other future trend we
are predicting is a move to a services-billing scheme in the
vein of NABERS, rewarding both tenant and landlord for
operating and running their buildings responsibly.
This system is great for tenant empowerment since the
landlord and tenant have to engage much more after
building handover.”

We can expect to see a move towards
‘floor-by-floor’ building services design,
where each floorplate has its own
core services which can be billed and
monitored independently.
With building users now demanding more flexibility in
the kind of work place they chose and its design, they also
expect increased levels of control over how it operates.
As a result, SMART is playing a central role in improving
user experience of the office.

A space must adapt to become a
Town-Hall meeting space in one minute,
then a break-out space the next.
Francesca feels this advanced functionality is vital,
particularly because a modern office can now be a tool for
attracting and retaining staff. She says; “Clients now want
to occupy spaces which embody their brand image, with
more and more businesses offering ‘hip’ spaces to their
staff by including games rooms, casual recreational spaces,
relaxation areas to all add to the ‘funky’ office vibe.”
“Others have focused on giving their offices a ‘members
club-house’ feeling, with tenants treated like hospitality
guests with attentive concierge staff and a sophisticated
fit-out. This was something that we featured at Angel
Court to great effect. Offices of this kind are a massive
pull, attracting and retaining people, particularly
millennials, who now use the workplace in a completely
different way to past generations.”
Evidenced by the recent rapid change in the market, the
co-working revolution looks set to permanently re-shape
commercial office space across London. Driven by the
need for SMART enabled, flexible and ‘healthy’ buildings,
landlords and developers are now shifting the design of
their facilities away from the traditional ‘serviced office’
model, and are focussed on providing tenants with the
dynamic, responsive buildings the modern workforce
demands.
Mark Terndrup,
Director, Building Services
mark.terndrup@watermangroup.com
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Setting a benchmark
for Sustainability
Confetti Institute of Creative Technologies
Nottingham Trent University (NTU) has constructed the Confetti Institute of Creative
Technologies’ new Digital Media Hub, an innovative seven-storey new build setting the
benchmark for creative social spaces within the education sector.
one of the most forward-thinking higher
education institutions in the UK, NTU is
currently embarking on a significant capital
investment in its Estate which will give rise to
a series of new build, refurbishment and re-development
projects over the next five years.

As

Located in the centre of the University’s ‘Creative
Quarter’, the Hub is set to become the Confetti Institute’s
main site and will provide more media, film and theatre
courses for students at both college and degree level.
In an open collaboration with award-winning Allan Joyce
Architects, the development will include contemporary
classrooms, a spacious Learning Resource Centre with
private study facilities, computer laboratory and cafe.
Students will benefit from bio-diversity green-roofs by the
inclusion of a courtyard on the first floor and roof terraces
on the fifth and roof floors.
Waterman were appointed to provide mechanical and
electrical engineering services for the build. The scheme’s
targeted BREEAM ‘Excellent’ rating was achieved
through careful consideration of the buildings envelop, air
tightness and engineering systems. Early studies reviewed
the possibility of using the Nottingham City Centre heat
and power district heating network, but it quickly became
apparent that running cost efficiencies could not offset the
expenses of extending the mains supply to the site, based
nearly a kilometre away.

The scheme’s targeted BREEAM ‘Excellent’
rating was achieved through careful
consideration of the buildings envelop, air
tightness and engineering systems.

Our team carried out a passive design report for the
BREEAM assessment, which also included climate change
adaptation methods. This highlighted great benefit from
using exposed thermal mass, night time purge ventilation
and demand-lead ventilation control techniques whilst
mechanically cooling the internal areas. Mixing these
normally passive design methods with highly efficient
mechanical heating and cooling systems, the predicted
overall energy usage would be 39% lower than a building
which complied with current building regulations.
This produced a 'A' rated Energy Performance Certificated
building with a minimum BREEAM target of ‘Excellent’.

Our team carried out a passive design report for
the BREEAM assessment, which also included
climate change adaptation methods. This
highlighted great benefit from using exposed
thermal mass, night time purge ventilation and
demand-lead ventilation control techniques whilst
mechanically cooling the internal areas.
The team’s collaborative fabric-first approach, onsite generation of electricity and heat recovery on all
ventilation systems has produced a world-class teaching
facility with an extremely low energy footprint.
Jonathan Purcell, Director of Building Services in
Nottingham, commented; “We are delighted to be
involved with NTU in such an innovative and advanced
multi-media teaching facility that continues to push the
boundaries of what is the ‘norm’ for universities. In order
to produce world-leading talent in the music and media
industries, you need to have world-beating facilities, and
the new Confetti development certainly delivers.”
The Hub opened its door to students in October 2018.

In order to meet NTU’s key requirements for a low energy
build, our team decided to review available technologies
that could provide as efficient a system as possible,
introducing the first exposed mechanical and electrical
services within the scheme.

Waterman has also been appointed by NTU on a 4-year
consultancy services framework.
Jonathan Purcell, Director, Building Services
jonathan.purcell@watermangroup.com

Image Courtesy of Allan Joyce Architects
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Fresh start for northern docks with new
cruise and ferry terminal developments

Regenerating Liverpool’s
Historic Waterfront
The historic Liverpool Waterfront is undergoing extensive regeneration under the
masterplan for the Liverpool Waters. With a new cruise liner terminal promoted by
Liverpool City Council and a new ferry terminal promoted by Isle of Man Government,
this will transform the city’s northern docks by overhauling a 60-hectare area.
he city, its shipping industry and
infrastructure were all integral to the
growth of the British Empire in the 18th
and 19th Centuries, helping establish the
nation as a global trading superpower. Liverpool’s docks
pioneered shipping technology, featuring transportation
systems and port-management methods far beyond
their contemporaries. The redevelopment of Liverpool
Waterfront aims to revive the city’s docks, befitting their
illustrious past and re-establishing the iconic area as a
major hub for sea transportation, leisure and commerce.

T

Our Infrastructure & Environment team supported the
planning applications for the Liverpool Cruise Terminal
and the Isle of Man Ferry Terminal, two major projects on
the River Mersey, within the Princes Dock area.

Cruise liners return to
Princes Jetty site
Located at the former Princes Jetty site, the new
10,000 m², two-storey cruise terminal will be constructed
on a suspended deck structure over the River Mersey.
The ground floor will house the baggage hall, with the
second floor becoming the passenger lounge and check in
area. The terminal will be connected to the existing cruise
ship landing stage/berth by a passenger and vehicular
Linkspan bridge, whilst the existing cruise ship berth will
remain unaltered. Externally, the terminal facility will
include vehicle drop off and pick up facilities and feature
a new landscaping design.

Plotting a course for the Isle of Man
Liverpool’s new Isle of Man Ferry Terminal development
aims to create a ‘Universal Berth’ capable of accommodating
vessels of up to 142 m length, replacing the obsolete existing
facility, by providing ferry crossings to Douglas, Isle of
Man. Proposed by the Department of Infrastructure of the
Isle of Man Government, the new terminal will be situated
at the Princes Half Tide Dock.
The proposals include a two-storey terminal building with
an external access road, passenger vehicle queuing lanes,
vehicle parking areas, passenger access systems, and marine
structures within the River Mersey. The new ferry terminal
falls within the Liverpool Maritime Mercantile City
UNESCO World Heritage Site which includes the ‘Three
Graces’ including the Liver Building, Cunard Building and
the Port Liverpool Building designed by the world famous
architect Walter Aubrey Thomas.

Steering the Environmental
Impact Assessments
Our team coordinated and delivered the Environmental
Impact Assessment, in support of each planning
application. This involved the preparation of an
Environmental Statement for each of the projects,
focussing on the most significant environmental effects of
the developments, including air, soil, sediment and water
quality, terrestrial and underwater noise, marine ecology
and traffic.
In addition, we provided standalone specialist assessments
to address issues associated with the high heritage
sensitivity of the sites, as well as the proximity to
ecological receptors. The reports produced to accompany
the submission included Historic Environment
Assessments, International Council on Monuments
and Sites Statements, Habitat Regulations Assessment
Screening Report and Water Framework Directive
Assessments.

The high-quality schemes reflect the marine location and
have been designed with the aspiration of improving and
enhancing the townscape character of the sites. The new
facilities will also respond to the latest energy standards
and will encourage sustainable modes of transport
including walking and cycling to and through the sites.
John Hughes, Regional Director at our Manchester
Office, says; “We are thrilled to be working on such
prestigious projects at this key heritage location. Whilst
challenging, the schemes will provide a huge boost for the
whole of Liverpool, putting it's docks back on the map and
reinforcing centuries of history for Liverpool’s maritime
transportation and commerce industry.”
John Hughes,
Regional Director, Infrastructure & Environment
john.hughes@watermangroup.com

We are working in synergy with AECOM (the projects
planning consultant and design engineers), Turner &
Townsend and Manser Architects in consultation with the
Planning Department of the Liverpool City Council and
the Marine Management Organisation. Together, our aim
is to ensure that the significant potential environmental
impacts are addressed at the design stage, ensuring these
are mitigated during the construction and operation of
the developments.

With numerous protected buildings and structures situated
in close proximity, the development will sit at the very heart
of the treasured historic area, within a city boasting more
Grade I-listed buildings than anywhere else in the UK.

Promoted and developed by Liverpool City
Council, the project is scheduled to commence
in early 2019 with completion anticipated
by the end of 2020.

The schemes will provide a huge boost for the whole
of Liverpool, putting it's docks back on the map
and reinforcing centuries of history for Liverpool’s
maritime transportation and commerce industry.
Image Courtesy of Stride Treglown
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Hotel checks-in
to site of Dublin's former
River House

construction options with the Contractor,
a top-down construction sequence has
been decided upon. This approach enables
considerable programme savings, benefiting
both Contractor and hotel operator. Initially,
piles, strengthened with embedded steel
sections, will be used to support reinforced
concrete columns that will be cast up to
the first floor transfer slab. Reinforced
concrete shear walls will provide temporary
stability. The first floor transfer slab will be
cast ahead of the 7-level precast concrete
superstructure. Excavation and construction
of the basement, ground floor and mezzanine
floors will be carried out at the same time
that the precast concrete frame is being
assembled overhead. The two work flows
are programmed to complete in a similar
timeframe, making a significant time-savings
on the overall construction programme.

Construction is now underway on the development transforming
the site of Dublin’s River House office block.

T

his long-derelict building will finally
be replaced by a striking new hotel,
reviving an important plot in central
Dublin. With a widely-acknowledged
shortfall in hotel bed spaces, the new
Hampton by Hilton hotel will help to address
this deficit. Situated on the busy intersection
of Chancery Street and Greek Street in the
city centre, adjacent to the historic Four
Courts buildings, the site is currently home
to a divisive six-storey concrete framed
building dating from the 1970’s. The hotel
will be ideally located for visitors to Dublin,
being less than 5 minutes’ walk from the main
shopping precinct at Henry Street.

Our transportation experts focused on the
implementation of a strategy to promote
sustainability, enhance public transport
and reduce dependency on the private car
for staff journeys to work. Accordingly, the
development will include cycle parking spaces
for staff, a service bay and a taxi set down/
collection zone, but no car parking.

James Fegan, Associate, commented: “We
are delighted to be involved with this
much-needed new hotel in Dublin City
Centre. We’ve worked closely with
Melonmount and McNamara Construction
to condense the construction programme
through our top-down structures approach,
which will benefit all parties. The scheme will
also be highly-sustainable and represents a
new benchmark in sustainable transport for
city-centre hotels.”

The proximity of the LUAS tram to the hotel
and excellent city bus services in the area
both provide viable alternative means of
travel for both staff and guests. The Travel
Plan prepared by our team played a key part
in the City Council accepting the proposals,
including the decision not to provide any car
parking within the development.

Featuring 249 bedrooms over 8 floors, the
John Fleming Architects-designed 8,850 m²
The building has been designed by our
hotel will bring a new lease of life to the area
structures team as a concrete frame consisting
following nearly a decade of vacancy for the
of elements of in-situ reinforced concrete
site. Facilities will include a lobby, reception
(RC) and precast concrete. The setback at
space, breakfast room, fitness room, meeting
the uppermost level will be created using a
and function rooms, back office space and
ancillary service
accommodation.
Following extensive coordination of construction
The hotel also
options with the Contractor, a top-down construction
accommodates an
sequence has been decided upon. This approach enables
independent café/
restaurant at
considerable programme savings, benefiting both
ground floor and
Contractor and hotel operator.
mezzanine level.
A mezzanine level has been incorporated into
the design between the double height ground
floor and first floor, with the uppermost
seventh floor set back from the building
perimeter. The development will also see
public realm enhancements to Chancery
Street and Greek Street.
We provided all civil, structural and
transportation services for this prestigious
project to client Melonmount, commencing
with the provision of advice and engineering
design for the preparation of a planning
application for the scheme.
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James Fegan, Associate, Waterman Moylan
j.fegan@waterman-moylan.ie

The proximity of the LUAS tram to the hotel
and excellent city bus services in the area both
provide viable alternative means of travel for
both staff and guests.

steel frame and a lightweight metal deck roof.
We have been novated to D&B Contractor,
McNamara, after completing the structural
design based on a precast concrete solution
above first floor level.
The substructure comprises a single-storey
basement, housing the gym, mechanical and
electrical plant areas and ancillary hotel
operation facilities. The basement will be
constructed with a perimeter RC retaining
wall, set back from the property boundaries
to minimise temporary works and piling. The
building will be founded on piles extending
into the underlying stiff Dublin boulder
clays. Following extensive coordination of

Image courtesy of John Fleming Architects
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Green roofs will create a
unique ‘biophilic neighbourhood’
adding valuable biodiversity to
the urban surroundings.

A new piece of London on
the edge of Olympic Park
fter eight years of design development and
consultation with the planning authority,
developer O’Shea, in partnership with
Galliard Homes, were pleased to obtain
consent for the award-winning £140 m, 63,000 m² high
quality mixed-used scheme.

A

BUJ Architects and Ash Sakula Architects concept
embraces the London street layout and respects the site’s
industrial history. Retention of the existing building
heritage was integral to the success of the proposals
which includes restoring an industrial yard, craft brewery,
casting foundry, food quarter and art gallery. The diversity
of the new housing block styles and their synergy with
the restored buildings will bring a new lease of life to the
canal-side site, whilst respecting its past.

O’Shea has held a strategic investment in the site since
2012, which is situated on the edge of the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park site in Hackney Wick. The 2.88 ha canalside development will see 500 homes, ranging from
apartments and penthouses to garden studios and terraced
houses, transform the former dye works and waste transfer
site into a vibrant, cutting-edge community.

The development will feature improved
sustainable transport networks, including
a new canal bridge for better cyclist and
pedestrian access in the area
Set along a new park overlooking Hertford Union
Canal, the development will feature improved sustainable
transport networks, including a new canal bridge
for better cyclist and pedestrian access in the area,
linking with Hackney Wick Station and Fish Island
developments. Green roofs will create a unique
‘biophilic neighbourhood’ adding valuable biodiversity
to the urban surroundings.

The diversity of the new housing
block styles and their synergy with the
restored buildings will bring a new
lease of life to the canal-side site, whilst
respecting its past.

Brendan McCarthy, Technical Director and Flood
Management expert, said; “We are really pleased to see
this project going ahead. Obtaining planning consent was
a major milestone for all involved and we look forward to
taking this prestigious scheme through to construction.”
Construction work is scheduled to commence in 2019 and
promises to deliver a project central to the community
creating hundreds of new jobs and honouring the wider
legacy of the 2012 London Olympics.

Retention of the existing building heritage was integral to the
success of the proposals which includes restoring an industrial
yard, craft brewery, casting foundry, food quarter and art gallery.
22

Our flood experts led the strategic design of the
sustainable on-site management of rainfall and surface
water runoff (SuDS proposals). The team also undertook
detailed hydraulic modelling to reduce the extent
of flooding from the River Lea, increasing the site's
development potential and controlling flood risk in the
surrounding areas.

Brendan McCarthy,
Technical Director, Infrastructure & Environment
brendan.mccarthy@watermangroup.com
All Images Courtesy of BUJ Architects

		

23

Making a difference
Kieran O’Neill wins
two Fingal Mayor’s
Community Volunteer
Awards
Kieran O’Neill from our Dublin office won in the Community Facilities
Category as well as the overall Fingal Mayor’s Community Volunteer
Award for his contributions to Castleknock Community Centre.
The Award acknowledges the efforts made by individuals who
contribute positively to their communities in Fingal through active
citizenship, increasing social cohesion and integration, the provision of
community facilities and promotion of sports, culture and the arts in
their area.
Built in 1995, the centre promotes the cultural and educational
development of young people including physical education and
sporting activities to develop and promote community facilities. Our
team managed the project’s renovations to include a new meeting
room, expanding the seating area of the coffee shop to create a
comfortable informal space, infrastructure upgrades replacing the main
electrical distribution board and providing an increased gas supply for
two boilers.

Promoting alternative
building methods
across Malawi
Charlie Bowles, a Structures Engineer in our London office,
recently joined The Mlambe Project, a charity that aims to
promote, fund and build structures within the impoverished
communities of Malawi, East Africa. Here he tells us how
he aims to change the living and environmental conditions
of the Mlambe community through earthbag construction
techniques.
“One of the world’s most impoverished countries from
an economic and educational perspective, Malawi is also
suffering from some major environmental issues – namely
deforestation. This isn’t helped by the traditional method of
construction using wood-fired clay bricks of poor quality
which create non-durable structures. The intense rainy season
is also impacting on soil destabilisation due to the increased
threat of flash flooding.”
“With the Department of Forestry estimating an annual
deforestation rate of 1.6 – 2.8%, the Mlambe Project aims
to facilitate the provision of skills and techniques required
to build educational and residential buildings through the
research of building with Flexible-Form Rammed Earth – or
Earthbags. This is a technique that simultaneously tackles
environmental, economic and social sustainability issues as a
low-impact and cost-effective construction method.”
The Project has gone on to appoint our Malawian Earthbag
building experts to assist in the construction and training on
new builds across Malawi, one of which is the first external
build from the Mlambe School Project, a school block in the
capital city, Lilongwe.

The Awards are an initiative of Mayor of Fingal, Cllr Mary McCamley,
and are supported by Fingal County Council, Community, Culture and
Sports Division and Fingal Public Participation Network (PPN).

Macmillan’s Biggest
Coffee Morning
Every year, we bake or fake a contribution
towards Macmillan Cancer Support by joining in
with the Biggest Coffee Morning, and this year
was no exception.
Our London office raised £466.73 with their array
of tasty treats and offer huge congratulations
to Mick Norman who won Best Baker with his prized lemon drizzle cake,
Andrew Lundie and Jennifer Camilletti for guessing the closest length in our
sausage roll competition and Ellen Smith who claimed the prize for her guess
of 501 smarties.
Our Nottingham and Birmingham offices joined forces for a ‘Cake-Off’
which saw Nottingham raise £80.15 and Birmingham raise £101 for their
abundance of cakes and staff wearing silly hats for the day. Niall Flemming
(Birmingham) and Chris Young (Nottingham) were both crowned winners
for their guesses to the number of sweets in a jar competition.

Congratulating the winners in each category, Mayor McCamley said;
“In Fingal, there are so many active and dedicated volunteers who
make a huge difference to their communities. The impact they have
on social, environmental and recreational well-being in our towns
and communities is hugely positive and I am delighted we have the
opportunity to recognise them.”
Catherine Cody, Castleknock Community Centre Manager,
commented; “Kieran took ownership of the project from start to finish,
prepared the case for a successful youth café grant application, tender
for Architectural and engineering services, ensuring staff and centre
users were involved in the design of the extension.”

Milly Bowen, our
budding food waste hero
Milly Bowen, an Environmental Consultant in our London office,
has been using the food sharing platform, OLIO, to help prevent
surplus food being thrown away. Here she tells us how she got
involved and what we can do to join the food waste fight.
“A third of the food produced globally goes to waste, and if it was
a country it would be the third largest emitter of greenhouse gases
in the world. I discovered a brilliant way to share food with local
Londoners, saving it from the bin.”
“I spotted the flyers advertising OLIO’s food sharing app about two
years ago. It connects neighbours with each other and local shops, so
they can share surplus food. I realised the full extent of the amount
of food we’re wasting when I started catering as a student – I’d
watch in horror as enough food to fill a skip was being thrown out
at the end of each day. It’s crazy to think how much gets wasted
when there are so many people in need, and this is where OLIO
comes in.”
“I downloaded the app (it’s free to join, just create an account) and
was instantly hooked. There were loads of people sharing their
daily collections and I began requesting some of the more tempting
items. It wasn’t long before I decided to join in and become a local
‘distributor’ myself.”
“Now, I’m regularly collecting food from three cafes local to the
London Bridge / Borough area just after they close, collecting
anything they’ve not been able to sell during the day, including;
sandwiches, falafel wraps, spinach rolls, salads, soups, croissants,
and cakes. I then list whatever I’ve collected on OLIO and wait for
someone to arrange a collection – it’s usually all gone in a couple
of hours!”
“On days when I collect a particularly large amount of food, I take
it to the Manna Society which is a day centre for homeless people
near our London office. Although I am helping to save quite a lot
from being wasted, there is still so much more that can be done.”

A massive thank you to everyone who took part for this great cause.
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The secret to our
success is our people

@Waterman_group

Waterman Group

www.watermangroup.com

